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38TH CONGRESS, } 
1st Session. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTArrIVES. 
WAGON ROAD IN NEW MEXICO. 
MEMORIAL 
OP 
{ 
ML-5. Doc. 
No. 72. 
THE .LEGISLATURE OF NEW MEXICO, 
ASKING 
Fo;· a wagon road from Santa Fe to the granary ef the nortli. 
APRrL 11, lt:!64.-Referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals and ordered to be printed. 
To the Senate and House qf Representatives ef the Uni"ted States in Congress 
assembled: 
Your memorialists, the council and house of representatives of the legislative 
assembly of the r:I.'erritory of New Mexico, would most respectfully memorialize 
your honorable bodies, that the valley of Taos, situated in the northern ex-
tremity of New Mexico, although endowed by nature with its fertile lands, 
which through the industry of its inhabitants produce annually an enormous 
quantity of bushels of wheat, corn, and other cereals, yet is isolated fro~ the 
central and southern portions of the Territory by a high and abrupt mountain. 
This mountain intercepts and obstructs that easy transportation which would 
P-nable the inhabitants of this valley and other portions of the Territory to ex-
port the grain of the 'raos valley, the abundance of which is sucli that, leaving 
out of consideration the demand of this valley and other parts east, west, and 
:iouth, in the rrerritory, there remains a surplus which is necessarily stored be-
cau e of the need of a military and wagon road to Santa Fe, and because of 
the inadequacy of the present system of conveyance by pack animals. One 
third part of the grain produced in the T aos valley can hardly be exported be-
cau e of the limited profit. 
Your rnemorialists would further represent, that in former times in this country, 
during the Spanish and the Mexican governments and prior to its annexation to 
the T nited States, steps were taken for the opening of a wagon road from Santa 
~'e to rl'aos, in con, ideration of the great advantages that would result to the 
inhabitant of . · ow Mexico generally. But, from want of -pecuniary resources, 
these effort were not entirely accomplished, but concluded with a survey of a 
p\acticable route to that effect ; thu _ conclusively indicating that, notwithstand-
ing the great mountain, it is po sible to effect this movement with the requisite 
resource . 
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Your memorialists further represent, that after the deplorable losses sustain~d 
by t!rn inhabitants of the southern portions of this Territory ( called the R~o 
· Ab1:tJO ) by reason of the late Texan invasion and by the inundations of the Rio 
Grande and the drought which altn;nately ruin the farms in that portion of New 
Mexico, and, lastly, the continued depredations of the Navajoes, the impera-
tive neces~ity of a wagon route frnm Santa Fe to the granary of the north for 
a commod10us supply of grain, instead of purchasing in our great need, at exor-
bitant prices, that grain which the Indians, the Texan rebels, the drought, and 
the overflow of the Rio Grande have robbed us. . 
Your mernorialist~ further represent, that the construction of a wagon road, as 
above ~tated? in addition to the facility of iransportation of this source of wealth 
to our mhab1tants, that would be an appreciable advantage to the general go_v-
ernment in the reduction of prices for grain, which now add considerably to 1ts 
expenditures in the military department, saving thousands of dollars annually 
in this one item. 
Your memorialists would therefore most earnestly solicit an appropriation by 
your honorable bodies of $150,000, in such manner and under such control as 
may be deemed most appropriate to accomplish the construction of the route 
prayed for. 
And, in conclusion, your memorialists pray the early and most serious consi~-
eration of your honorable bodies. And, as in duty bound, your memorialists will 
ever pray. 
Approved January 23, 1864. 
D. AROHULEr_rA, 
Presidente del Consejo. 
VICENTE GARCIA, 
Presidente de la Cama,ra de Reprnentantes. 
HENRY CONNELLY, 
Goi:ernor ef New M exico. 
